The Engines of

Evryd ay Life

From environmentalists like
Medha Patkar fighting for
forests to the President of
India, human effort shapes
the nation. This presentation
reveals the hidden mechanics
of that effort.

When you are doing any work,
do not think of anything beyond.

Do it as worship, as the highest
worship, and devote your whole
life to it for the time being.

— Swami Vivekananda




The Invisible
Mechanics
of a City

Look closely at the

people around you.
Everyone is engaged in
human activity, but not all
activity is measured by the
same medtric.
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s Parents running

a uniform shop.

Nanu selling crops
in the market.
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& Mother cooking
food for the

Grandfather teaching
neighborhood kids for free.




Two Lenses of Human Effort

Economic Activities

Driven by the creation of monetary
value, wealth, and national income.

Human

Activities

Non-Economic Activities

Driven by gratitude, love, care, duty,
and psychological satisfaction.
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The Wealth Engine

Activities that involve money or are performed in exchange for
money or money's worth. Whether a teacher in a school, a
businessman selling books, or a labourer in a field, these
individuals generate income for themselves while
simultaneously building the wealth of the country.

National
Income
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The Diagnostic Matrix

Dimensions

Economic Non-Economic

Definition

Creates monetary value (e.g., Doctor
charges 3500 fee)

Undertaken for pleasure, love, or
sympathy (e.g., NGO distributes
clothes)

Money Measurement

Valued in monetary terms

Cannot be valued in monetary terms

(an expression of feeling)

Relationship

Related to the creation of wealth

Does not create wealth

QOutcome

Results in production, distribution, and
consumption of goods

Results in mental, emotional, or
psychological satisfaction

National Income

Included in the national income of a
country

Not included




The Mathematics of Value Addition

Value Addition is the monetary value of skill, time, and effort that transforms raw material into a
finished, more valuable product.

Raw Material Human Capital Finished Output
(600) (Skill + Time + Effort) (1,000)

+ ¥400: Value Addition




Four Pillars of Economic Return

Wage

Payment for a
specific period or
daily basis.

Example: Farm
labourer during
harvest season.

Salary

A fixed regular
payment, generally
monthly, from an
employer.

Example: Software
engineer in a tech
firm.
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Rent

Payment made to
the owner for the
use of land or
assets.

Example: Leasing 2

acres of farmland.

4l
Profit

Reward for
business
production or
exchange of
goods.

Example: Mishrilal
processing sugarcane
into jaggery and
selling it.
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The Shadow Economy of Payment in Kind

The Scenario:
Savita is a small
farmer who needs
<3,000 in Working
Capital for seeds,
fertilizers, and
water. She

borrows from a rich
farmer at a
massive 24%
interest rate. To pay
it back, she works
on his field.

The Reality:
Instead of full cash,
Savita receives part
of her wages in
wheat. This is a
non-cash payment
received for work
performed.
Because the wheat
holds equal
monetary value to
the cash, it remains
a fully economic
activity.

£ Gernind Mot k



The Meaning
Engine

Definition: Activities that do not
generate income or wealth, but are
done out of pure gratitude, love,
care, and respect.

The Outcome: These actions do not
increase a bank balance. Their end
result is the psychological, mental,
and sentimental satisfaction of the
person doing the work.
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Seva is the act of selfless service. Seen across temples,
gurdwaras, mosques, and churches, community kitchens like
the langar serve every visitor for free.

The Value Generated: These practices develop a profound
sense of satisfaction and gratitude, contributing massively to
society without expecting a single rupee in return.
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The Ripple Effect of Collective Action

When individuals combine their non-economic efforts, they solve macro-
problems that money alone cannot fix. A clean street or a planted tree holds
Immense societal value.

Honoring ;
2014 Launch Gandhis 150th o L oA
. Sanitation Nation
Anniversary
Community
Participation
Practicing the Global
Celebrated 3Rs (Reduce, Oxygen Ee6loqica
July 1-7 Reuse, Generation B J
alance

Recycle)



The Dual Engine of Prosperity

True prosperity Is impossible without both engines firing
simultaneously. Both forms of work hold immense, undeniable value.

Non-Economic
Activities
e Empathy & Duty

e Community Bonding
* Mental Wellbeing

Economic
Activities
e Infrastructure

¢ Wealth & Innovation
¢ Basic Survival

A Thriving,
Prosperous
Society

Social cohesion
makes it a home.

National Income
builds the house.
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If you teach a skill for
free, how does it differ
from a school teacher’s
job?
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Mappng our Own Reality

7l
What non-economic

activities are essential
to your own family’s
survival?
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- Which economic
- activity will you take up
when you grow up?
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