. THE GREAT
TRANSITION

From Nomadic Survival
to the Birth of the Village

~_ History is an unending dialogue between the present and the past...
"if’{_'__l__ can fully understand the present only in the light of the past. — E.H. Carr
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Nomadic Existence

2 Million Years Ago Today
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The mechanics of nomadic movement

— Flora (Food Depletion): Fauna (Animal Migration); <—
Staying stationary exhausted all Early humans did not domesticate
local plant resources. Survival animals; they followed wild herds
£ required constant relocation. as the herds moved in search of
o R grazing grass.

The Hunter-

Gatherer

—» Climate (Seasonal Shifts): Geography (Water Access): «—
Plants and trees bear fruit in different Dependence on perennial (year-round)
seasons. Humans mapped their vs. non-perennial lakes and streams.
movement to seasonal harvest cycles. Movement was dictated by the search

for drinking water.
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The early technologies
of survival

Material: Flint (a highly durable, hard grey stone). Discovery: Fire (initially discovered by chance, becoming the
Functions: Flaked and shaped to cut meat, scrape tree bark, b b technc:flngmal leap nltthe Stone ﬁge)‘ _
clean animal hides, and chop roots. Sometimes attached to Impact: Provided warmth, light, the ability to roast food (making
bone or wood handles for spears. it tastier and more digestible), and a defense mechanism to

scare wild animals away from cave entrances at night.
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Leaving a mark on
the stone

Site: Bhimbetka Rock Shelters (Raisen
District, Madhya Pradesh).

Habitation: Archaeological analyses
suggest these shelters were inhabited for
over 100,000 years.

The Art: Stone Age rock paintings found
here date back approximately 9,000 years,
sketching out the animals they hunted and
feared.

Insight: Early humans chose locations
strategically, prioritizing proximity to
perennial water sources and areas where
high-quality tool-making stone was
abundant.
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The climate catalyst and the great thaw

The Ice Age: From 100,000 to 12,000 year; ‘
ago, harsh glacial conditions dominated. |
Humans adapted using bone needles to sew

warm clothing and seeking shelter in deep
rock caves.

The Warming: Around 12,000 years:ﬁzl;‘.i | ,‘
ago, global temperatures warmed.
Ice melted, swelling rivers. '

Massive increase in herbivores ~ \ Humans follow the herds, closely observing
(deer, antelope, goats, sheep, cattle) #  their breeding seasons and food habits.

Expansion of grasslands
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The engineering of biology: Domestication

Several grain-bearing grasses (wheat, barley, rice) grew naturally. Early humans observed their ripening cycles
and began protecting and sowing them. The first tamed animal was the wild ancestor of the dog.
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Domesticated Wheat

o0
Flora: Selecting seeds from

yield large-size grains, and

Gbservaﬁnn

Breeding

@0
Fauna: Protecting herd animals

plants that are disease-resistant, (sheep, goats, pigs) from wild

predators. Selecting only the

possess strong stalks capable of most gentle animals for breeding,
bearing heavy weight.

fundamentally shrinking their
teeth and horns over generations.

Wild Boar Skull

Wild Boar Skull
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Domesticated Pig Skull

Domesticated Pig Skull
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Form follows function: The tool shift

Tools of the Hunter (Kinetic)
Design: Sharp, flaked, designed for piercing and cutting.

f Ground-edge axe:
Used for chopping.
\ ol Flaked-edge

~ o adze: Used for

woodworking.

_ Blade knife:
e~ o Used for slicing

. d/— Arrowhead:
- Small, precise
3 weapons for
\ hunting.

. butchered meat.

Tools of the Settler (Static)

Design: Smooth, heavy, designed for processing and
stationary use.

Mortars and Pestles:
/ Heavy stone
implements used

specifically for

grinding cultivated
grain and plant produce.
A design so effective

it remains in use
thousands of years

later.
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The architecture of the first settlements

Climate Adaptation: The Invention of Storage
Archaeologists found ‘
cooking hearths both inside Because crops yield large harvests all at
l i‘clnd_ nutsiclle tfhe }}ll_ltﬁ, once, grain had to be stored for both food
allowing early families to s sead.
shift cooking based on ST EEE

the weather.

The Pit-Houses of
Burzahom (Kashmir):
Homes dug directly into the ground
with descending steps, engineered
to provide insulation and shelter
from freezing weather.

Solutions: Weaving large baskets, digging
storage pits, and firing large earthen clay pots
(often decorated and used for cooking new
staples like lentils and rice).
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From survival bands to complex societies

Social Structure

Hamlets grew into sizable villages.
Leaders or ‘chieftains’ emerged to
manage the collective well-being.
Land was collectively sowed and

harvested without individual ownership.

The Barter Economy

As populations stabilized, villages
began exchanging surplus goods—
trading food, tools, and newly woven
cotton clothing. Networks of
communication formed between
small towns.

The Dawn of Metallurgy

The limitations of stone led to the
discovery of metals for durable tools
and daily ornaments. Copper became the
very first metal used by early humans,
eventually paving the way for iron.
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Mapping the great transition

i e Burzahom
e ) - (Neolithic Site)

)

Focus: Pit-houses dug into
the earth and early storage

Bhimbetka
(Paleolithic Site)

Focus: Rock shelters
and 9,000-year-old
cave paintings.

Kurnool Caves &
Hallur

Focus: Traces of early ash and
early hunter-gatherer habitation
near critical water sources.
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The Paradigm Shift

The Settled Farmer (Neolithic)

Relationship to
Food

' The Hunter-Gatherer (Paleolithic)

Finding: Perpetual motion to track
depleting resources.

Producing: Stationary cultivation
and selective breeding.

Temporary: Natural rock shelters

Permanent: Engineered pit-houses

RELE and caves. and constructed huts.
Social Small Bands: Nomadic family ety lex.\fillages: Chieftain-led.
< . communities focused on collective
tructure units.
welfare.
Property & Communal Survival: Carrying Surplus & Barter: Grain storage,
Economy only what is necessary. pottery, and inter-village trade.
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A revolution measured in millennia

Did the world change everywhere, all at once? Not quite.

The transition from hunting to farming was a slow
evolution spanning several thousand years.

In many regions, men and women continued to hunt
and gather long after agriculture was discovered.

Others adapted hybrid lifestyles—farming during wet
seasons and hunting during dry ones—proving that human
survival is, above all, a story of profound adaptability.
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