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A structural breakdown of how “\Q
representation, legislation, and executlve

act|on solve real-world crises. TN
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The Patalpuram
Health Crisis

= _j | o wﬁi i gL . - : = - _ , ")
IR 4 li £ , ‘( £ e 9 Location: Patalpuram District
RIS = o 2l %) 1 A ¥~ Headquarters & surrounding villages.

B

L
P = =
.,

-‘ﬁg \ Core Issue: Critical water shortage:;
%‘ Q supply restricted to once every three days.
L *“l r g R . 1
o o Public Health Impact: District hospital

41 ; :
e L Eﬁﬂ overflowing; acute diarrhoea outbreak

o among children.

@  Fatality Count: 10 confirmed deaths
P<% reported on local news.
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The Demand for Accountability

We demand that the authorities take immediate action!
Our MLA must take the responsibility for this!

The MLA's Residence

Who is an MLA, and why are they responsible for the water in Patalpuram?
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Dividing the State: The Constituency Map

-~

Constituency — A particular geographic area
from which all the voters living there choose
one representative.

» The State: Himachal Pradesh.

* The Division:
Mathematically divided into
exactly 68 assembly
constituencies.

* The Result: The people of
each constituency elect one
representative to become
their Member of the
Legislative Assembly (MLA).
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The Math of Power: Securing a Majority

To gain a majority, a political party must win more than half the number of
constituencies in a state (68 + 2 = 34. Threshold: >34 MLASs).

2003 Himachal Pradesh

Assembly Election Results

() (INC): 43 MLAs
(Majority Achieved)

. Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP): 16 MLAs

. Independents: 06 MLAs

. Other political parties:
03 MLAs

Indian National Congress

Total: 68 MLAs
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The Political Divide

@ Q

Ruling Party Opposition
 Definition: The political party with the  Definition: All other elected
majority (e.g., Indian National representatives (e.g., BJP with 16
Congress with 43 MLASs). MLAs, plus Independents and
others).
5 Primgry Role: Forms the government, * Primary Role: Questions government
appoints leaders, and runs state decisions, demands action, and raises
departments. new issues for consideration.
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Anatomy of an Election: Forming the Executive

The Voters: Citizens in constituencies cast ballots.

\ 4

The MLAs: Representatives are elected to the Legislative Assembly.

\ 4

The Governor: The Head of the State (appointed by the Central
Government) oversees the legal formation of the government.

4

The Chief Minister: The ruling party MLAs elect their leader (e.g., Shri
Shri Virbhadra Singh). Appointed by the Governor.

\ 4

The Cabinet: The Chief Minister selects other MLAs to become Ministers,
running specific departments (Health, Public Works, Agriculture).
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The

(overseeing the debate).

P——
L ——
il e — |

The Floor: Rows of '
desks where all 68 y -
MLAs meet to debate - sz d
current problems and f"**;% D
approve decisions. | il g_r; AR N
: T W et
—| The Front Benches: The Chief
Minister and Cabinet Ministers
| (answering to the assembly).

g

The Podium: The Speaker’s Chair .

The Assembly is the ultimate authority—ministers cannot spend money or
take major actions without the approval of the MLAs gathered here.
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Debating the Patalpuram Crisis

Opposition Arguments (Demanding Answers) Ruling Party Arguments (Defending Actions)

MLA 1 (Akhandagaon): 15 deaths from
diarrhoea in three weeks. Immediate
measures are needed.

MLA 4: The problem is exaggerated.
Water tankers are deployed and ORS
packets are distributed.

A

MLA 2: Hospitals lack doctors and
medical staff. This is an epidemic.

MLA 3 (Tolpatti): Severe water
shortage. Women travel 3-4 km for
water. Where are the tankers?

MLA 6: The previous government
ignored sanitation. We are actively
clearing years of garbage.

\l-
4
F
%
%

MLA 5: Poor facilities. How will ORS
packets reach affected families?

T Gemini Notebook



The Dual Engine of State: Legislature vs. Executive

. The Legislature (The Assembly)
'« Who: ALL elected MLAs (Ruling +
Opposition).

. * Function: The main authority. They
. authorize spending, supervise work,
debate issues, and make laws.

The Executive (The Government)

* Who: The Chief Minister and appointed

Ministers.

* Function: Head various government
departments (Health, Public Works).
Responsible for executing decisions
and running the state daily.

| Dual Responsibility: A minister is both
‘ *_ a member of the Legislature _l |

(debating laws) AND the Executive

o

(running a department). J
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Public Accountability: The Press Conference

f’ Press Conference — A gathering where journalists hear about government actions and
ask direct questions to report back to the public. J

I v
By Ravi Ahuja

Headline: Government smells the
garbage; Chief Minister promises funds.

Key Takeaways: Health Minister instructs
collectors and Chief Medical Officers to

take urgent measures. Drinking water to
be supplied via tanker trucks. Information

campaign launched to prevent
diarrhoea. ‘
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Executive Action: On the Ground in Patalpuram

O
aini

Chief Minister &
. Health Minister
Visit

‘ ( Department Delegation:
Immediate Relief: Visit . Investigation: Form a . Instruct the Public Works
= families and hospitals; high-level enquiry Bl Department (PWD) to
s i @ | i
A announce financial § Committee to assess ﬁ{:} establish a proper,
compensation for victims. long-term sanitation " permanent water supply
L J needs. J region-wide. J
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Legislative Action: Writing the Rules

Step 1: The Assembly Legislates.
The Legislative Assembly decides to

create new, binding laws regarding __ fE\ .
"-L kﬁ sanitation and health facilities for the | =mml
— entire state. e . N LAW
o 1==>\&
A\ : : |
[ @ ) Assembly Hall Ratified Law

Examples of New Laws:

- Making it compulsory for municipal
corporations to build adequate
toilets in all urban areas.

- Mandating the appointment of a
health worker in every village.

Heaith | [ [1 [ | public
Dept. Works

,3 OO 0o
OO 0 O
OO | O

Step 2: Departments
Implement.

The Executive government
departments (Health, Public
Works) are legally bound to
implement and enforce
these new rules.
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The Voices of the People

P IDEM@UE AWAREMESS ?_

hosp tiu

' Wi :
CLEAN waTER NO 8 COMMUNITY 3

S —— 'li'!'

o ( Husqlucltan edu:utmq .

ASgh _and low or r.a:nhe

X ACTIC-H_FUR HEhLTH 3 h st R VOICE K

E) The Wallpaper Project: A

Cleaning envire nm-l!'nts

I to wort wiersr iseth, .4. : .. II._II researCh and awareness tﬂﬂl

| aiidls in h'enl!f-l-. e =

Class VI B of Kendriya Vidyalaya
II (Hindon, Ghaziabad) created

a collaborative wallpaper
project to analyze and present

: : Pl : : facts about the 2006 Dengue
Public Meetings: Citizens organize to voice epidemic, demonstrating

‘DG Dpiniﬂns, demand action, and protest EgﬂiﬂSt how citizens can educate their
£ O government inaction. communities.
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The Cycle of Democracy

Implementing Solutions: Laws
are passed and public works
are built, directly impacting
the citizens.

Action & Scrutiny: The
Executive runs departments
and acts; the Assembly and
Media (Press Conferences)

demand accountability.

Citizens Face

a Need

(e.q., Patalpuram

water shortage).

Citizens vote for MLAs in
their constituencies.

Forming Government:

The majority party forms the
Executive (CM & Ministers) while
others form the Opposition.

Electing Representation:

In a democracy, the main authority always rests with the people.
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