Journey to the Midnight Hour

A living museum of India’s fight for freedom, the birth of a nation,
and our duties as citizens today.
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THE METRIGS OF INDEPENDENGE

AUGUST 19,194/

The exact date India officially gained its
independence and became a free nation.

IVIIDNIGHT

The precise hour the British left, and India
awoke to life and freedom.

200 YEARS

The approximate length of time the British
Empire (the British Raj) ruled over India.

The number of spokes on the Ashoka Chakra,
representing 24 hours of continuous progress.
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Four Phases of the Freedom Struggle
-\

1. Arrival & Control

The East India Company
originally arrived to trade goods
like spices and cotton, but
eventually used their powerful
army to take control of Indian
__lands,

2. The Awakening

Realizing they were losing
their wealth and rights, diverse
people from all over India
united across different
languages and religions.

3. The Struggle

Freedom fighters launched
peaceful protests, stopped
buying British goods

(Swadeshi movement), and
demanded the British leave (Quit
India Movement in 1942).

4. The Victory

At the stroke of midnight on
August 15, 1947, India's first
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, raised the Indian flag.
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An Uphill Climb 1947

August 15: India wins its
freedom and becomes an

Spanning Centuries

The Dandi March (Salt N7

March) — a famous peaceful
1 91 5 protest against unfair taxes.
Mahatma Gandbhi S

: The Quit India Movement

retums to Indiaand EE] is launched, demanding
begins leading the British leave
peaceful movements. immediately.

The First War of Ea '[I'Shel- Dh.::lllndihh}darch

Independence (The Sepoy alt March) —a

Mutiny) takes place. famous peaceful protest
against unfair taxes.

1915

@ Mahatma Gandhi
returns to India and
begins leading protes.

1600s

British arrive in India
originally as traders.

Mahatma Gandhi
returns to India and
begins leading
peaceful movements.
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The Weight of Peace Outmatched the Force of Arms

Swords, guns, and
single battles.
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Peaceful protests, unity,
the Swadeshi movement,

and the Salt March. v A

Freedom was not won in a single big battle. Brave Freedom Fighters like Mahatma Gandhi and
Subhas Chandra Bose dedicated their lives to a journey that took almost 100 years. Gandhi's
core method, Ahimsa, taught that fights can be won peacefully without hurting others.
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The Anatomy of the Tiranga

Top Band (Saffron)

Represents the courage and
sacrifice of those who fought
for freedom.

Bottom Band (Green)
Represents the growth,

fertility, and future of the land.

Middle Band (White)

Represents truth, peace,
and Ahimsa.

Center Wheel (Navy Blue)

The Ashoka Chakra, a 24-spoke
wheel symbolizing continuous
progress and motion.
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Distinguishing Two Defining National Holidays

Independence Day

|
: Date: August 15

~ Historical Event: The British left India, and the
- nation became free from foreign rule.

keys to our house back.

' The House Analogy: This is the day we got the

Republic Day

Date: January 26

Historical Event: The Constitution of India was

officially adopted.

The House Analogy: This is the day we officially
wrote our own house rules.
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The Living Legacy of Independence

Exhibit 1 Exhibit 2 Exhibit 3

Flag Hoisting Ceremonies: National Symbols: The National Anthem:

Every August 15th, schools, residential societies, The Ashoka Chakra and the Lion Capital (our Across the country, citizens stand together to
and the Prime Minister (at the historic Red Fort national emblem) are printed on the Indian sing "Jana Gana Mana', written by Rabindranath
in Delhi) hoist the Tiranga to honor the nation. currency notes and coins we use every day. Tagore, celebrating our enduring unity.
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Translating History into Civic Duty

Mitv of Rraverv
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Saffror 5 | will stand up against bullying and protect

others.
White q

The Duty of Honesty

| will always tell the truth and respect
classmates of diverse backgrounds.

The Duty of Stewardship

| will plant trees and keep my streets clean
for a better future.

Independence is not just something we read about in history books—it is an ongoing duty we practice every single dﬁ?k" e
oteboo



